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1. IT is not eaſy to reckon up the various ac. 
counts which have been given of the people 


called Methodiſts e very many of them as far e- 
mote from truth, as that given by the good gentle- 
man in L[reland, * Methodiſts ! Ay, they are the 


people, who “ place all religion in wearing long 
beards,” | . 1 | 


2, Abundance of the miſtakes which are cur- 
rent concerning them, have uncoubtedly ſprung 


tom this: men lump together under this general 


name many who have no manner of connexion 


With each other: and then whatever any of theſe 
ſpeaks or dues, is uf courle imputed to all, 


3. The following mort accomnt may prevent 


perſons of a calm ard candid diſpoſuion from 
doing this; although men of a warm or prejudiced 


ſpirit will do juſt as they did before, But let it 
be oblerved, this is not deſigned for a Defence of 
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the Methodifts (fo called) or any pait of them, It 
is a bare relation of a ſeries of naked facts, which 
alone may remove abundance of miſunder- 
ſtandings, | | | 


In November 1720, ſome young gentlemen ot 
Oxford, Mr. Jeln Ii efley, Fellow of Lincoln Col- 
lege, Mr. Charles Iefley, Student of Chrijtchurch, 
Mr. Morgan, Commoner of Chriſtchurch, and Mr. 
 Kirkkam, of Merton College, began to ſpend ſome 


evenings in a week together, in reading the Greet 


Jeſtament. The next year, two or three of Mr, 
Fohn IWefley's Pupils deſired the liberty of meeting 
with them: al afterwards one of Mr, Charles 


ilefley's Pupils. It was in 1732 that Mr. Ingham, 
of Oucen's College, and Mr. Broughton, of Exeter, 
were added to their number. To thetle, in April, 
was joined Mr, Clayton, of Brazen nofe, with two or 
three of his Pupils. About the ſame time Mr. 
James Ilervey was permitted to meet with them, 


end in 1735 Mr. Whitefield, 


3. The exact regularity of their lives, as well as 
ſtudies, occaſioned a young Gentleman of Chriſt- 
church to fay, „ Here is a new ſet of Methodrjts 
ſprung up:“ alluding to ſome antient phy ſicians 
who weile ſo called. The name was new and quaint: 


fo it took immediately, and the Methodiſts were 
known all over the Univerſity, Er 


6. They were all zealous members of the Church 
of Fngland, not only tenacious of all her dectrines, 
fo far as they knew them, but of all her diſcipline, 
to the minuteſt circumſtance. They were likewiſe 
zealous obſervers of all the Univerſity-Statutes, and 


that for conſcience lake. But they oblerved neither 


_ theſe nor any thing elle any further than they con- 
ceived it was bound upon them by their one book, 


the Bible ; it being their one deſire and delign to 


be down right Bible Chriſttans : taking the Bible, as 
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interpreted by the primitive Church and our own, 
for their whole and ſole rule, | 


7. The one Charge then advanced againſt them 
was, That they were righteous overmuch ; that they 


were abundantly too ſcrupulous, and too ſtrict, car- 


rying things to great extremes, In particular, that 
they laid too much ſtreſs upon the rubrics and 
cancns of the Chuich; that they inſiſted too much 


obſerving the ſtatutes of the Univerſity ; and that 


they took the Scriptures in too ſtritt and literal a 


fenſe: ſo that if they were right, few indeed would 
be ſaved, Tay . 


8. In Ofober 1735, Mr. 7ohn and Charles Weſley, 
and Mr. Ingham, left England, with a deſign to go 


and preach to the Indians in Georgia, But the 
_ reſt of the Gentlemen continued to meet, till one 


and another was ordained and left the Univerſity. 
By which means, in about two years time, icarce 
any of them were left, 


._ 9. In February 1738, Mr. TWhitefiz!d went over to 


Georgia, with a defign to aſſiſt Mr. John Weſley ; 
but Mr, IWefley juſt then returned to England, Soon 


after he had a meeting with Meſſ. Ingham, Ston- 


houſe, Hall, Hutchings, Kinchin, and a few other 
Clergymen, who all appeared to be of one heart, as 


well as of one judgment, reſolved to be Buble-Chriſ- 


trans at all events, and, wherever they were, to 
preach with all their might, plain, oid, Bible- 
Chriſtianity, | | 


10. They were hitherto perfectly regular in all 


8 things, and zeaiouſly attached to the Church of Eng- 


land. Meantime they began to be convinced, that 


y Grace we are ſaved throug: Faith ; that Jultifica- 


tion by Faith was the Doctrine of the Church, as 
well as of the Bible. As ſoon as they believed, tney 


ſpake. Salvation by Faith being now their ſtanding 


topic, Indeed this implied three things, 1. That 
[ap | | | men 
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men are all by nature dead in in, and conſequently 
children of wrath, 2, That they are juſtified by faith 
alone, 3. That faith produces inward and outward 
holineſs. And theſe points they infiſted on, day 


and night. In a ſhort time, they became popular 


__ preachers. The congregations were large wherever 
they preached. The former name was then te- 
vived, And all thele Gentlemen, with tteir fol- 
lowers were intitled Methodi/ts. . 


11. In March 1741, Mr. Whitcfeld being return» 
ed to England, entirely ſeparated from Mr. I /{-y 
and his * „% Becauſe he did not hold the 
decrees,” Here was the firſt breach, which warm 
men perſuaded Mr. I/ſhitefield to make, merely for 
a difterance of opinion. Thoſe indeed who be- 
| lieved untwerſal redemption, had no deſice at all to 
_ ſeparate. But thoſe who heid particular redemption, 


would not hear of any accommodation, being deter- 


mined to have no fellowſhip with men that“ were 
in ſuch dangerous errors.” So theie were now two 
lorts of Methodiſts, ſo called; thole for particular, 
and thole for general, redemption. 


12. Not many years paſſed, before William Cud- 
worth and James Relly ſeparated from Mr, Whitejceld, 
Theſe were properly Antinomians, abſolute, avowed 
enemies to the law of God, which they never 


preached or profeſſed to preach, but termed all Le- 


galiſts who did. With them, preaching the law was 
an abomination. They had nothing to do with the 
Law. They would preach Chrift, as they called it; 
but without one word either of holineſs or good 


works. Yet theſe were ſtill denominated Metho- 


diſts, although differing from Mr. I/:1tefreld both 
in judgment and practice, abundantly more than 


Mr. IWiitefeld did from Mr. E Ae. 


13. In the mean time, Mr. Venn and Mr, Ro- 


maine began to be ſpoken of: and not long after, 


Mr. Madan and Mr, Berridge, with a few other 
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Clergymen, who, although they had no connexion 


with each other, yet rs. Salvation by Faith, 
and endeavouring to live accordingly, to be Bibles 
Chriſtians, were ſoon included in the general name 
of Methodiſts, And fo indeed were all others who 
preached Salvation by Faith, and appeared more 
/ertous than their neighbours, Some of theſe were 
quiet regular in their manner of preaching : Some 
were quiet irregular (though not by choice; but 
neceſſity was laid upon them; they muſt preach 
trregularly, or not at all:) and others were between 
both; regular in maſt, though not in all particulars, 


14. In 1762, George Bell, and a few other per- 
ons, began to ſpeak great words, In the latter 
end of the year, they foretold, that the world would 
be at an end on the 28th of February. Mr. IWeſley, 


with whom they were then connected, withſtood 


them both in public and private, This they would 
not endure: fo, in January and February 1763, 
they ſeparated from him, under the care of Mr. 
Maxficld, one of Mr. IWefl:y's Preachers. But till 


Mr. Maxfield and his adherents, even the wildeſt 
Enthuſctaſts among them, go under the general name 


ot Methodiſts, and ſo bring a ſcandle upon thoſe 
with whom they have no connexion. 


15. At preſent, thoſe who remain with Mr, Ve 
ley, are moſtly Church of England men. They love 
her Articles, hei Homilies, her Liturgy, her Diſ- 
cipline, and unwillingly vary from it in any in- 
itance, Meantime, all who preach among them 
declare, we are all by nature children of wrath, But 


by grace we are ſaved through Faith: ſaved both 
from the guilt and from the power of fin. They 


endeavour to live according to what they preach, 
to be plain, Bible-Chriſttans. And they meet toge- 
rher at convenient times, to encourage one another 
therein, They tenderly love many that are Calvi- 


niſts, though they do not love their opinions. Yea, 
they love the Antinomians themlelves ; but it is with 


a love 
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love of compaſſion only, for they hate their doc- 
trines with a perfect hatred ; they abhor them as 
they do hell- fire: being convinced nothing can ſo 


effectually deſtroy all faith, all holineſs, and all 


_ good works, 


186. With regard to theſe, Mr. Re!!y and his ad- 

herents, it would not be ſtrange, if they ſhould 
grow into reputation, For they will never ſhock 
the world, either by the harſhneſs of their doctrine, 


or the ſingularity of their behaviour. But let thole 


who determine both to preach and to live the goſ- 
pel, expett that men will /ay all manner of evil of 
them. The ſervant is not above his Mater, nor the 
diſciple above his Lord. If then they have called the 


Mafjier of the houſe Beelzebub, how much more them of 
his houſhold ? It is their duty indeed, as much as 


lietn in them, to live peaceably with all men. But when 


they labour after peace, the world will make them- 


felves ready for batile, It is their conſtant endea- 
vour, to pleaſe all men, for their good, to ediſication. 


But yet they know, it cannot be dove. They re- 
member the word of the Apoſtle, If I yet ptear- 


men, I am not the ſervant of Chriſt, They go on 
therefore, through honour and diſhonour, through ev: 


| _ and good report e delring only, that their 


aſter may lay in that day, © Servants cf God, 
well done.“ 


